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With profound sorrow, we mourn the passing of several 
distinguished members who have left an indelible mark 
on their respective fields and on the lives of those who 
knew them. We remember the significant contributions, 
the dedication, and the lasting impact of the work of –
Dr. Paramita Sengupta
Dr. Jyotibikash Saha
Dr. S K Singh
Dr. Lalit Sankhe
Though they are no longer with us, their contributions 
and legacies will endure. We extend our deepest 
condolences to their families, friends, and all who were 
touched by their lives. May their souls rest in peace.
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Minster-in-Charge 
Department of Health & Family Welfare 
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Director of Medical Education
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Director of Health Services
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Vice-Chancellor, WBUHS
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National President, IPHA
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Secretary General, IPHA 
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President, IPHA West Bengal
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Secretary, IPHA West Bengal

9



M

E

S

S

A

G

E

S

Organising Chairperson, WBIPHACON 2026
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Organising Co-Chairperson, WBIPHACON 2026

RESPECTED DIGNITARIES, DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS, DELEGATES, COLLEAGUES, FRIENDS AND WELL-
WISHERS,
It is truly an honour and privilege to welcome you all to the much-awaited IPHACON 2026, West Bengal chapter 
on behalf of the entire organising team at The National Library on 25th and 26th July 2026. 
The theme of this conference, “Transforming Public Health Through Equity, Evidence and Emerging 
Technologies”, emphasises on the importance of bridging gaps between evidence-based health care for the public 
with innovation, adaptation, transformation and  equitable distribution of the benefits that an all-inclusive 
confluence of public health experts, from this state and beyond can yield.
We aspired to be able to organise a state conference that would be an amalgamation of deeply immersive 
academic discourse, innovative ideas, brain-teasing flash presentations, a platform for younger public health 
enthusiasts to give a glimpse of their research aptitude along with equal measures of rendezvous of colleagues 
otherwise occupied, fruitful networking over shared meals.  
We have tried our best to make this conference a vibrant and transformative arena for inspiring participatory 
learning, scientific knowledge sharing and future goal-setting for newer projects.

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to our esteemed advisors, speakers, 
delegates, faculty members, scientific contributors, reviewers, volunteers, sponsors, and all those whose 
dedication, expertise, and unwavering support have made this conference possible.
Wishing you all a memorable, worthwhile and rewarding experience.

Yours Sincerely,

Dr. Adwitiya Das
Organising Co-chirperson, WBIPHACON 2026
Associate Professor, Department of Community Medicine
Diamond Harbour Government Medical College
Indian Public Health Association, West Bengal State Branch

Message from  Organising Co-Chairperson 
WBIPHACON 2026
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Organising Secretary, WBIPHACON 2026
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Dr. Indrajit Saha Director of Medical Education, Govt of WB

Dr. Swapan Soren Director of Health Science, Govt of WB

Dr. Mukul Bhattacharya Vice-Chancellor, WBUHS
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NATIONAL ADVISORS

Dr. Sanghamitra Ghosh President, IPHA HQ

Dr. Kaushik Mitra Secretary General, IPHA HQ

Dr. Mausumi Basu Treasurer, IPHA HQ
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STATE ADVISORS

Dr Surajit Ghosh   President, IPHA WB

Dr Mausumi Basu   Secretary, IPHA WB

Dr Saikat Bhattacharya   Treasurer, IPHA WB
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ADVISORS

14

Dr. Aditya Prasad Sarkar Dr. Jayanta Sukul Dr. Ranabir Pal

Dr. Agnihotri Bhattacharya Dr. Jayashri Mitra Dr. Rekha Dutt

Dr. Amal Kumar Sinha Roy Dr. Jayram Hembram Dr. Romy Biswas

Dr. Amit Dan Dr. Jyotish Chandra Das Dr. Ramendra Narayan Chowdhury

Dr. Amitava Chakraborty Dr. Kajal Krishna Banik Dr. Samir Dasgupta

Dr. Anima Halder Dr. Kamalesh Sarkar Dr. Samir Ray

Dr. Aparajita Dasgupta Dr. Kisalay Dutta Dr. Samarendra Kumar Sharma

Dr. Arunangshu Talukdar Dr. Kunal Kanti Majumdar Dr. Samudra Sengupta

Dr. Ashim Haldar Dr. Lina Bandyopadhyay Dr. Sanjoy Kumar Sadhukhan

Dr. Asit Kumar Dewan Dr. Madhumita Dobe Dr. Santa Sabuj Das

Dr. Asok Biswas Dr. Malay Mundle Dr. Sashi Kumar

Dr. Asok Kumar Mandal Dr. Manidipa Ray Dr. Saurabh Kole

Dr. Baijayanti Baur Dr. Md Sadique Mallick Dr. Saumyasankar Sarangi

Dr. Bhuban Chandra Hansda Dr. Mriganka Mouli Kar Dr. Sharmila Mallick (Sr)

Dr. Bibhas Roy Dr. Mukti Sadhan Maity Dr. Sharmila Mallick (Jr)

Dr. Biswajit Biswas Dr. Nabanita Bhattacharya Dr. Shobhan De

Dr. Bobby Paul Dr. Narendra Nath Naskar Dr. Shyamal Soran

Dr. D N Goswami Dr. Nirmal Kumar Mandal Dr. SK Basu

Dr. Debasis Das Dr. Nirmalya Sinha Dr. SK MD Yunus

Dr. Debasis Dutt Dr. Oona Chakraborty Dr. SP Mitra

Dr. Dibakar Haldar Dr. Palash Das Dr. Sudip Das

Dr. Dilip Kumar Das Dr. Pankaj Kumar Mondal Dr. Sudipta Bhaduri

Dr. Dipak Kumar Pal Dr. Partha Dey Dr. Sukamal Bisoi

Dr. Dipankar Chatterjee Dr. Pradip Mitra Dr. Sukanta Biswas

Dr. Dipankar Mukherjee Dr. Pramit Ghosh Dr. Suman Kanungo

Dr. Dipika Sur Dr. Prasanta Roy Karmakar Dr. Suman Roy

Dr. Dipta Kanti Mukhopadhyay Dr. Raghunath Mishra Dr. Sumit Ganguli

Dr. Gautam Joardar Dr. Rahul Biswas Dr. Supriya Mitra

Dr. Goutam Narayan Sarkar Dr. Rama Prasad Roy Dr. Swaraj Haldar

Dr. Gopal Das Dr. Ranjan Das Dr. Tanmoy Kanti Panja

Dr. Himadri Kumar Ari Dr. Rabindra Nath Pradhan Dr. Tushar Kanti Mondal

Dr. Indira Dey Pal Dr. Rabindranath Roy Dr. Tulsi Pramanik

Dr. Indranil Saha Dr. Rabindranath Sinha Dr. Tutul Chatterjee

Dr. Jadab Chandra Sardar Dr. Utpal Dutta
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SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr Arup Chakraborty

Convenor: 
Dr. Sumanta Chakraborty

Members: 
Dr. Prianka Mukhopadhyay, Dr Anik Chakraborty, Dr Poulomi Mukherjee, Dr 

Paramita  Sarkar, Dr Deepta Dutt, Ms. Pallabi Chatterjee, Dr Pushpak Das

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr Somnath Naskar, Dr Rivu Basu, Dr Amitabha Sarkar

Co-Convenors: 
Dr Anindita Maiti, Dr Shibaji Gupta

RECEPTION COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr Aditi Aikat 

Convenor: 
Dr Sudipta Das

Members: 
Dr. Sukanta Manna, Dr. Munu Mohanta, Dr. Pramit Ghosh, Dr. Sukanta 
Majumdar

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr Anirban Dalui, Dr. Arkaprovo Pal, Dr Tarun 
Kumar Sarkar
Co-Convenors: 
Dr Md Samsuzzaman, Dr. Sulagna Das, Dr 
Tanmoy Mukherjee
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PRE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr Pranita Taraphdar

Convenor: 
Dr Anirban Chatterjee

Members: 
Dr Manisha Sarkar, Dr Trina Sengupta, Dr. Palash Ghosh, Dr. Sanjukta Mondal, Dr. 

Prabuddha Goswami

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr Abhijit Mukherjee, Dr Debjani Sengupta

Co-Convenors: 
Dr Sk Golum Mortuja

ORAL / POSTER AND AWARD PAPER 

PRESENTATION  COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr Sanjib Bandopadhyay

Convenor: 
Dr Sumanta Chakraborty 

Members: 
Dr Samarendra Biswas, Dr Sarmistha Chakrabarti, Dr Mukesh Kumar, Dr Payel 

Sarkar, Dr. Sribash Ray

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr Pritam Roy, Dr Shamima Yasmin, Dr. Ankush Banerjee, 
Dr Partha P Pal

Co-Convenors: 
Dr Arnab Sarkar, Dr. Bibek Kumar Pal
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REGISTRATION COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr. Sima Roy

Convenor: 
Dr. Sudipta Das

Members: 
Ms Manju Chatterjee, Dr Ritankar Pramanik, Dr Sourav Pattanayak, 

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr Sumit Kumar Mukhopadhyay, Dr Tushar Kanti 
Saha, Dr Gandhari Basu
Co-Convenors: 
Dr Satabdi Mitra, Dr Chinmay Nandi, Dr Shinjini Ghosh 

HALL AND VENUE 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr. Sanjay Kumar Saha

Convenor: 
Dr Anirban Chatterjee

Members: 
Dr. Shuvankar Mukherjee, Dr Abhipsa Dey, Dr Shalini Pattanayak, Dr Aparajita 
Mondal, Dr Moumita Mandal, Dr Anindita Maiti

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr Rama Bhuina, Dr Rajesh De, 
Dr Shabana Roze Choudhury, Dr Maumita De, 
Dr Ishita Sarkar
Co-Convenors: 
Dr Nilanjan Dastidar
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SOUVENIR COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr Kuntala Ray

Convenor: 
Dr Sudipta Das

Members: 
Dr Nairita Dalui, Dr Pratibha Das , Dr Aishi Roy, Smt Snita Bhunia, 
Ms. Usha Mallick, Dr Shuvro Bhattacharya

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr Anindya Mukherjee, Dr Sanghamitra Maulik , 
Dr Mousumi Datta, Dr Debayan Podder

Co-Convenors: 
Dr Akash Dasgupta, Dr Debayan Mallik

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr Debasish Sinha

Convenor: 
Dr Somak Majumdar

Members: 
Dr. Aritra Bhattacharya, Dr. Suchetana Bhattacharya, 

Dr. Subarna Singha Mahapatra

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr Goutam Dhar, Dr Abhishek De, 
Dr. Sankar Nath Jha

Co-Convenors: 
Dr Avisek Gupta 
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FOOD AND TRANSPORT 

COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr Rama Bhuina

Convenor: 
Dr Sudipta Das

Members: 
Dr Tanjib Hassan Mullick, Dr Soumik Das, Dr Rajdeep Shaw, Pinaki Sen Sharma

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr. Nirmalya Manna, Dr. Amitabha Chatterjee

Co-Convenors: 
Dr. Sohanjan Chakraborty, Mr. Siladitya Balial,
 Mr. Rabi Sankar Chakraborty

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

Chairperson: 
Dr Tapobrata Guha Roy

Convenor: 
Dr Saptarshi Majumdar

Members: 
Dr. Nabanita Chakraborty, Dr Shuvro Bhattacharya  , Dr. Subrata Sarkar, 
Dr. Ria Ganguly, Dr. Shyamashree Das, Dr. Archismita Santra

Co-Chairpersons: 
Dr Nivedita Das, Dr Surajit Lahiri, Dr Soma Chakrabarti ,
 Dr. Debjit Chakraborty, Dr. Fasihul Akbar

Co-Convenors: 
Dr Abantika Bagchi
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ABSTRACT ID NAME TITLE OF THE STUDY 

WBIPHACON26_017_P01
DR. SAIMI 

BHATTACHARYYA

Quality Of Life Among Post-surgical Breast Cancer Women 
Receiving Adjuvant Therapy In India: A Qualitative Evidence 

Synthesis

WBIPHACON26_076_P02 DR. MANI ROY
Knowledge On Palliative Care Among Community Health Officers 

Of Health And Wellness Centres In Murshidabad District, West 
Bengal

WBIPHACON26_089_P04 DR. AISHI ROY
Self-medication And Over-the-counter Topical Combination Cream 
Use In Dermatological Conditions: Clinical Correlates And Patient 

Perspectives—a Mixed-methods Study

WBIPHACON26_101_P08 DR. PABITRA GHOSH
Prevalence And Risk Factors Of Unintentional Injuries Among 

Children Aged 1-9 Years In Rural West Bengal: A Community Based 
Mixed-methods Study

WBIPHACON26_059_P11 DR. SHAONI BARAL
Assessment Of Heat Vulnerability In Urban Field Practice Area Of 

Burdwan Medical College, Purba Bardhaman: A Cross Sectional 
Study

WBIPHACON26_004_P12
DR.PRABUDDHA 

GOSWAMI

Evaluating The Outcomes Of A HIV/AIDS Awareness Program 
Among School Teachers In Rural India: A Mixed-method Quasi-

experimental Study

WBIPHACON26_069_P13 DR. PRERONA DAS
The Nutritional Status And Common Morbidities Of Adolescents In 

A Rural Community Of West Bengal-a Cross Sectional Study

WBIPHACON26_077_F01
DR. POULOMI 
MUKHERJEE

Treatment Outcome Among Non-diabetic, Controlled And Poorly 
Controlled Diabetic Tuberculosis Patients In Kolkata- A Prospective 

Cohort Study

WBIPHACON26_067_F03 DR. AMITABHA SARKAR
Acute Diarrhoeal Disease Outbreak Linked To Contaminated 

Municipal Water Supply In An Urban Municipality Of West Bengal, 
India

WBIPHACON26_144_F04 DR. TRINA SENGUPTA
Promise And Peril: Evaluating Chatgpt-5’s Cultural Competence 

And Safety For Depression Responses In India

WBIPHACON26_278_F08
DR. ABHISHEK PAUL 

MAJUMDER

Predictors Of Treatment Failure Among People Living With HIV 
Receiving First-line Antiretroviral Therapy: A Hospital-based Case-

control Study

WBIPHACON26_100_F09 DR. PRATIBHA DAS
A Longitudinal Observational Study On Kangaroo Mother Care 
(KMC) Practices And Iron And Calcium Consumption Among 

Mothers Of Low-birth-weight Infants In Kolkata, India
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ABSTRACT ID NAME TITLE OF THE STUDY 

WBIPHACON26_125_F02
DR. ANIK 

CHAKRABORTY

Correlation Between Daily Air Quality Index and Paediatric 
Respiratory Morbidity: A Retrospective Study from A Tertiary Care 

Hospital in West Bengal

WBIPHACON26_045_F05 DR. RIYA MONDAL 
Social Security Status, Occupational Health Vulnerabilities and 

Mental Health Among Gig Workers in Eastern India: A Community-
Based Cross-Sectional Study

WBIPHACON26_057_F06 DR. ANKITA BANERJEE
Sleep Quality And Sleep Hygiene Practices Among Undergraduate 
Medical Students In A Medical College Of  West Bengal : A Cross-

sectional Study 

WBIPHACON26_022_F07
DR. SOURAV KUMAR 

GHOSH
Foot Care Practices Among Diabetes Mellitus Patients In A Slum Of 

Kolkata

WBIPHACON26_108_P03
DR BITTY MARY 

GEORGE
WASH Service Levels And Associated Factors Among Households: A 

Cross-sectional Study In A Slum Of Kolkata 

WBIPHACON26_085_P05
DR. SHUVRO 

BHATTACHARYA

Pharmacist Perspectives On Internet-driven Self-medication And 
Treatment Non-adherence Among Rural Communities Of West 

Bengal: A Qualitative Study 

WBIPHACON26_087_P06 DR. SWIKRITA MANDAL
A Cross-sectional Study On The Prevalence Of  Low Back Pain And 

Its Associated Risk Factors Among Home Makers  In An Urban 
Slum In Kolkata

WBIPHACON26_101_P07 DR. SAIBAL SENGUPTA

Prevalence And Psychosocial Determinants Of Common Mental 
Disorders (Depression,anxiety) Among Adults Patients Attending 

Psychiatry Opd Of A Tertiary Hospital Kolkata: A Community 
Psychiatry Perspective

WBIPHACON26_181_P09 DR ROSHNI BISWAS
A Study On Depression, Anxiety And Stress Among The 

Undergraduate Medical Students In A Private Medical College Of 
West Bengal.

WBIPHACON26_110_P10 DR. SUBHRAJYOTI ADAK 
Awareness Regarding Cervical Cancer And Hpv Vaccination Among  

Undergraduate Medical Students In A Tertiary Care Hospital In  
Kolkata

WBIPHACON26_186_P14 DR MAHIR AKHTAR

A Cross - Sectional Study On Assessment  Of  Medication Adherence 
And Its Influencers Among Hypertesnsive Adults Attending Selected 
Health And Wellness Centers Under Rural Field Practice Area Of A 

Tertiary Care Health Center In West Bengal

WBIPHACON26_094_P15 DR SAHANAJ PARBHIN
Digital Exposure And Feeding Practices Among Children Aged 12-59 
Months In A Metropolitan City Of Eastern India: A Cross-sectional 

Study
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ABSTRACT ID NAME TITLE OF THE STUDY 

WBIPHACON2026_P16
DR. ASHITH 

MOHAMMED A A

Assessment of Fear of Falling and its Determinants among Elderly in 
a Rural Block of Purba Bardhaman, West Bengal: A Cross-Sectional 

Study 

WBIPHACON26_188_P17 DR. ADITI PAUL
Perception of frontline healthcare workers regarding risk factors, 
management, and treatment delays following snakebite in a rural 

area of Chakdaha, West Bengal

WBIPHACON26_259_P20 DR AKASH MONDAL
Psychometric Validation Of The Burnout Inventory Among Medical 

Undergraduate Students

WBIPHACON26_190_P23 DR. NIMISHA BISWAS
Digital Health Literacy & Its Associated Factors Among School 

Going Adolescents (14-19 Years) In An Urban Area Of Eastern India

WBIPHACON26_269_P24
DR. DEBADRITA 

ACHARYYA
Nomophobia And Its Psychosocial Correlates Among School-going 

Adolescents In Urban India: A Mixed-methods Study

WBIPHACON26_277_P26 DR VIVEK SINGH 
Beyond Safe Delivery: Assessing Mothers' Knowledge Of Essential 

Newborn Care

WBIPHACON26_P27 DR. RATUL ROY
Impact Of Digital Screen Exposure, Physical Activity And Sleep 

Quality Over Adiposity Indicators: A Cross-sectional Study Among 
School-going Adolescents In Rural West Bengal.

WBIPHACON26_299_P31 DR MEGHA JAGADISH 
An Evaluation Of Health-related Content Shared By Indian Health 

Influencers On Social Media Compared With Current Health 
Guidelines In India

WBIPHACON26_243_E01
DR. PRASHANT 

CHAUHAN
Evaluation Of The Malaria Surveillance System In Lohardaga 

District, Jharkhand, India, 2025–2026

WBIPHACON26_206_E03 DR. MANISH SHEKHAR 
Epidemiological Analysis Of Measles Cases And Their Measles -

Rubella (MR) Vaccination Status In Deoghar District, Jharkhand 
(2023-2025)

WBIPHACON26_249_E06
DR. HA I DAHI 
CHYRMANG

Outbreak Investigation Of Leptospirosis In Mawpat Block, East 
Khasi Hills District, Meghalaya, Jan–may 2026

WBIPHACON26_247_E08
DR. GARGI DUTTA 
BHATTACHARYYA

An Outbreak Investigation Of Acute Diarrhoeal Disease In An 
Urban Residential Complex, North 24 Parganas District, West 

Bengal

WBIPHACON26_R02 DR. ANUSHKA GHOSH
Latent Health-related Quality-of-life Profiles And Associated 

Determinants Among Older Adults Living In Slums Of Kolkata, 
India

WBIPHACON26_R03 DR. TILA KHAN
Fragmented Awareness And Structural Barriers To NCD Prevention 
And Care-seeking: A Life-course Qualitative Study In Eastern India
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ABSTRACT ID NAME TITLE OF THE STUDY 

WBIPHACON26_282_P18 DR. VIBHUTI VAIBHAV
A Study On Common Adolescent Mental Disorders And Its 

Associates In A Rural Area Of West Bengal

WBIPHACON26_258_P19
DR. NAMRATA 

BHAUMIK
Technology Transition In The Healthcare Sector: Barriers To UWIN 

Portal Self-registration Among Beneficiaries

WBIPHACON26_216_P21 DR. TRINAKUSUM DAS
A Cross-sectional Study On Medication Adherence And Its 

Associated Factors Among Diabetic Patients In A Slum Of Kolkata

WBIPHACON26_231_P22 DR. SUBHAJIT BARMAN
Health Status Of Senior Secondary School Students In Kalyani And 

Chakdaha, Nadia District, West Bengal: A Cross-sectional Study

WBIPHACON2026_P25
DR. USHASHI 

BHATTACHARYYA

Assessment Of Non-medical ( Indirect ) Expenses Of Thalassemia 
Patients Attending The Institute Of Haematology &Amp; 

Transfusion Medicine In West Bengal And Comparing It With 
Direct Expenses

WBIPHACON26_230_P28 DR. CHANDRIKA DAS
Prehypertension And Its Association With Digital Health Literacy 
Among Young Adults In An Urban Area Of Kalyani, West Bengal

WBIPHACON26_287_P29
DR. YADAV 

JYOTISHKUMAR 

Burden Of Care , Quality Of Life And Coping Strategies Among 
Caregivers Of Patients With Schizophrenia Attending A Tertiary 

Care Center In Lucknow District .

WBIPHACON26_271_P30 DR. SAYANTAN DAS
Psychological Distress And Its Mediating Effect On Quality Of Life 
Among Women With Polyendocrine Metabolic Ovarian Syndrome: 

A Structural Equation Modelling Analysis

WBIPHACON26_023_P32
DR.RITANKAR 

PRAMANIK

Assessment Of Perception Regarding Human Papillomavirus 
Vaccination Among School-going Adolescent Girls In Diamond 

Harbour Health District: A Quasi-experimental Study

WBIPHACON26_153_R01 DR.SILADITYA BALIAL
Connecting  The Gap Between Vulnerable Populations And Public 

Health Services Through Outreach Initiatives

WBIPHACON26_R04
DR IPSITA 

BHATTACHARJEE

A Community Based Preconception  Care Intervention In West 
Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha: A Blueprint For Healthy Pregnancies 

And Safe Birth Outcomes

WBIPHACON26_202_E02
DR. TOSHIMONGLA A 

LONGKUMER
Scrub Typhus Outbreak Investigation In Mokokchung District, 

Nagaland-april 2026

WBIPHACON26_217_E04
DR TAPASH KUMAR 

DAKUYA
Outbreak Investigation Of Dengue In Swaraj Dweep Island, South 

Andaman District, Andaman & Nicobar Islands, May-june 2026

WBIPHACON26_255_E05 DR.BHARATI MEITRAM
Epidemiological Profile Of Dengue In Manipur During 2022 To 2024, 

A Secondary  Data Analysis

WBIPHACON26_250_E07 DR ANUP KUMAR SINGH
Outbreak Investigation Of Chickenpox From 1 November 2025 To 12 

February 2026 In  Balra Village, Palamu District, Jharkhand
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ABSTRACT ID NAME TITLE OF THE STUDY 

WBIPHACON26_074_N01 MS. DIPA CHETRY
Effectiveness Of Health Promotion Programme On Prevention Of 

Substance Abuse Among Adults At Girmit Line, Darjeeling.

WBIPHACON26_160_N02
MS. SAPTAPARNA RAY 

CHAUDHURI

Variations On Prevalence Of Major Non-communicable Diseases 
Among Adults In West Bengal: A Geographical & Socio-economic 

Analysis

WBIPHACON26_229_N03 MS. ANUSHREE BANIK
Patients’ Satisfaction With The Outpatient Department Services At 

A Government Tertiary Care Hospital In Eastern India And Root 
Cause Analysis Of The Lowest Scoring Attributes.

WBIPHACON26_134_N04 DR. USHA MALLICK
A Study To Assess The Knowledge Of Accredited Social Health 
Activist Workers About Maternal And Child Health Care In A 
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Dr. Dilip Mahalanabis Grant Award for Best Research Proposal (WBIPHACON 2025)
TITLE: ‘HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS VACCINATION ACCEPTABILITY FOR 

CERVICAL CANCER PREVENTION AMONG PARENTS OF GIRLS BELONGING TO 
SCHOOL-GOING AGE IN A SLUM AREA OF KOLKATA: A MIXED-METHODS 

STUDY’
Dr Shalini Pattanayak

Introduction: Cervical cancer remains a major public health problem and is one of the 
leading causes of cancer-related morbidity and mortality among women, particularly in 
low- and middle-income countries. Persistent infection with high-risk Human 
Papillomavirus (HPV) is the principal cause of cervical cancer, and HPV vaccination is a 
highly effective primary preventive strategy. With the Government of India's planned 
inclusion of HPV vaccination into the Universal Immunization Programme for girls 
aged 9-14 years, parental acceptance will be crucial for successful implementation. 
Parents' perceptions are influenced by awareness, vaccine safety concerns, social 
influences, accessibility, and healthcare provider recommendations. Therefore, 
understanding the determinants of HPV vaccine acceptability is essential for designing 
specific interventions to improve vaccine uptake in vulnerable urban populations.
Objectives: To determine the level of acceptability of HPV vaccination for cervical 
cancer prevention among parents of girls aged 9-14 years residing in a slum area of 
Kolkata and factors influencing the acceptability
Methodology: A descriptive cross-sectional study with an exploratory sequential mixed 
methods design (QUAL→quan) was conducted in the slum area of Chetla (KMC 
Ward 81, Kolkata), which is also the urban field practice area of IPGME&R and SSKM 
Hospital, between May 2025 and May 2026. The qualitative component included three 
gender-stratified, video recorded focus group discussions among 32 purposively selected 
parents. Themes and attributes generated were used to develop vaccination scenario 
cards for the quantitative phase. A total of 167 parents were selected by simple random 
sampling. 
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Participants rated 8 hypothetical vaccination scenarios based on 7 major attributes, 
generated using an 8-run Plackett–Burman factorial design, on a 5-point Likert scale. 
A median score was also calculated based on responses obtained on Likert scale for 
determining vaccine acceptability among the parents (categorized as ‘high’ and ‘low’). 
Data were analysed using descriptive statistics, one sample and independent-samples t 
tests, and Pearson's chi-square test (p < 0.05). Ethical approval was obtained from the 
Institutional Ethics Committee of IPGME&R.
Results: Among 167 parents, 87 (52%) demonstrated high acceptability towards HPV 
vaccination, while 80 (48%) had low acceptability. Qualitative findings identified seven 
major attributes influencing vaccine acceptance: vaccine cost, delivery platform, 
healthcare worker recommendation, vaccine safety information, community uptake, 
accessibility, and post vaccination support. One-sample and independent-samples t-
tests showed no significant differences across vaccination scenarios or between 
mothers' and fathers' responses (p > 0.05), indicating comparable perspectives. 
However, lower acceptability was significantly associated with joint family structure 
(p=0.004) and lower socioeconomic status (p=0.022).
Conclusion: HPV vaccine acceptability among parents of girls aged 9-14 years was nearly 
half of the total participants. Vaccine acceptance was significantly influenced by family 
structure and socioeconomic status. Qualitative findings revealed that concerns 
regarding vaccine safety, cost, limited awareness, and social influence acted as major 
barriers, whereas trusted healthcare provider recommendations, free vaccine 
availability, and accessible vaccination services were key facilitators. These findings 
highlighted the need for targeted community-based awareness programmes and 
equitable service delivery to improve HPV vaccine uptake among the 
parents.  Keywords: Cervical cancer, Conjoint analysis, Human Papillomavirus, HPV 
vaccination, Vaccine acceptability.
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Dr. Dilip Mahalanabis Grant Award for Best Research Proposal (WBIPHACON 2025)
TITLE: ‘ASSESSMENT ON LIFETIME EXPERIENCE OF CHILD ABUSE AMONG SLUM 

DWELLING ADOLESCENTS IN KOLKATA: A CROSS-SECTIONAL STUDY’
Dr. Kalpana Gupta

Introduction: Child abuse is a major public health problem that may pose lifelong 
consequences. Adolescents particularly living in slums are vulnerable to various forms 
of abuse due to poverty, overcrowding, lack of privacy and limited adult supervision. 
Abuse is mostly under-reported or even normalized due to lack of awareness, social 
stigma or fear of punishment. As the literature is not much explored, therefore the 
study intends to estimate the prevalence of lifetime experience of child abuse and 
describe child abuse profile with any factors if associated.
Methodology: Community based descriptive study with cross-sectional design was 
conducted among adolescents aged 14-18 years, residents of slums of UPHC-81, Kolkata 
over a period of 10 months (April 2025 to January 2026). Using Cochran’s formula 
Z2pq/d2 (where p=53%), 10% absolute error, 10% non-response and design effect of 2, the 
final sample size was calculated as 211, were selected using Multistage random sampling 
technique. Pre-designed, pre-tested structured questionnaire consisting of the 
international childhood abuse screening tool, child version (ICAST-C), exploring types 
of abuse was analyzed using SPSS v26.0., Descriptive and inferential statistics were 
performed.  Each type of abuse was categorized as experienced or not experienced and 
witnessed or not witnessed for violence. For the lifetime prevalence, even one 
experience in any form of abuse was considered. Binary logistic regression was used to 
identify factors associated with psychological and physical abuse, neglect and witness 
violence. Variables with p-values less than 0.25 in the bivariate analysis were included 
in the multivariable logistic regression. To demonstrate the strength of the relationship, 
the adjusted odds ratio (AOR) with the corresponding 95% confidence interval (CI) was 
used.
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Results: 206 results were obtained. Majority (76%) were females. The mean (±SD) age 
was 15.64 (±1.35) years. A small proportion of adolescents lived with single parent/ 
relatives (9.8%) and were also working apart from study (18.1%). Participant’s fathers 
were mostly educated up to primary (32.6%) while mothers up to middle school (25.0%) 
and most of them were working (57.8%). The lifetime prevalence of abuse was 79.0%. 
Most adolescents experienced psychological abuse (69.60%), followed by neglect 
(61.30%), physical abuse (34.30%), witnessed violence (26.0%) and sexual abuse (2.50%). 
Younger aged adolescents (AOR=3.782, 95% CI: 1.263-11.328) and those working apart 
from studying (AOR=11.479, 95% CI: 4.371-30.147) were significantly found to be 
witnessed violence. Adolescent females (AOR=3.461, 95% CI: 1.713-3.885), younger 
adolescents (AOR=2.019, 95% CI: 1.017-4.008) and those having working mothers 
(AOR=2.045, 95% CI: 1.076-3.885) experienced significantly more of psychological abuse; 
similar factors were also significantly found to be associated with neglect; while 
adolescents living away from both parents (AOR=8.963, 95% CI: 2.776-28.944) and those 
working apart from studying (AOR=3.464, 95% CI: 1.556-7.711)  experienced significantly 
more physical abuse.
Conclusion: Adolescents living in unstable family environments, working apart from 
studying, belonging to younger age, females and those having working mothers were 
more vulnerable to child abuse.
Keywords: Lifetime prevalence, child abuse, adolescents
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ডাক্তারেে কারে দু তিন তদরনে জ্বে, গারে হারি পারে ব্যথা তনরে গগরে, অরনক সমরেই 
উতন গোগী গক ব্রে থারকন, তব্রেষ তকেুই হেতন, ভাইোে তিভাে হরেরে। অরনক সমেই 
ডাক্তাে ব্াবু্ গোগ তব্জ্ঞান ব্া Pathology না বু্ঝরি পােরে এইেকম তনদান তদরে 
থারকন। গেমন গোগ তব্জ্ঞারনে কােণ ধেরি না পােরে Idiopathic ব্ো হে।

োই গহাক,  ভাইোস এব্ং জীব্াণু ব্া bacteria গে এক গগারেে নে িা প্রথরম বু্রঝ তনরি 
হরব্। জীব্াণুে একটা জীব্ন আরে,  জন্মাে,  খাে,  ব্র া হে,  ব্ংে বৃ্তি করে,  িােপে 
মাো োে। তকন্তু ভাইোস এে মরধয জীব্রনে এই ক্রম গদখা োে না।  ভাইোস একটা 
তেতেে মরধয ব্েরেে পে ব্েে ধরে গেরখ তদরেও একই েকম থাকরব্,  ব্া রব্ না,  
কমরব্ না, নষ্ট গিা হরব্ই না। িােপে দীর্ঘ তদন পে গসই তেতে গথরক গব্ে করে একটা 
জযান্ত গকারষে মরধয গস গসই গকারষে গকাষ পদঘাে গারে থাকা গ্রাহক ব্া receptor এে 
মাধযরম গসখারন গসেঁরট ব্া absorbed হরে োে।  িােপে িাে গপ্রাতটন আব্েণ এে মরধয 
গে জীন (gene ব্া chromosome এে অন্তগঘি একক ো ব্ংোনুক্রতমক বব্তেষ্টয গক 
তনেন্ত্রণ করে) থারকন িাে তনউরেইক এতসড গকারষে মরধয গপ্রেণ করে। এই তনউরেইক 
এতসড দুই প্রকাে– DNA ( Deoxyribo nucleic acid) এব্ং RNA( Ribonucleic 
acid)। গকারষে মরধয DNA ব্া RNA গসাজা nucleus ব্া গকাষ গকন্দ্র এে মরধয চরে 
োে। িােপে গকারষে োব্িীে কাজ করমঘে তনরদঘেনাে ব্যাপাে তনরজে ‘হারি’ িুরে গনে। 
এব্ং নিুন ভাইোস কণা  ব্া virion বিতে কোে তনরদঘে গদে। অসংখয ভাইোস কণা 
বিতে হরে েেীরেে তব্তভন্ন অংরে েত রে পর ।  তব্তভন্ন অংগ প্রিযঙ্গ এে কমঘ ক্ষমিা হ্রাস 
পাে।  এই ভারব্ই ভাইোে অসুখ হরে থারক। 

জীব্াণু ব্া bacteria গথরক ভাইোস আোদা কোে জনয তব্রেষ এক তিল্টাে আতব্ষ্কাে 
করেন িোতস জীব্াণু তব্জ্ঞানী চােঘস গচম্বােেযান্ড 1884 সারে।  এই তিল্টাে এে তেদ্র 
জীব্াণুে আেিন এে গচরে গোরটা তেে।  এই Pasteur Chamberland তিল্টাে এে 
সাহারেয রুে বব্জ্ঞাতনক Dimitri Ivanovsky Tobacco Mosaic ভাইোস সম্বরে অরনক 
নিুন িথয আতব্ষ্কাে করেতেরেন। ডাচ অনুজীব্ তব্জ্ঞাতন চােঘস তব্রেরজতেন্ক 1899 সারে 
প্রথম গদতখরেরেন গে ভাইোস শুধু মাে জীতব্ি গকারষে মরধযই replicate কেরি পারে। 
িােপে 1931 সারে আরস electron microscope ো আমারদে কারে ভাইোস এে 
প্রকৃি েতব্ িুরে ধরেন জামঘান ইতিতনোে Ernst Ruska এব্ং Max Knoll। অরনক পরে 
William Goodpasture গদখান গে Influenza ভাইোস কী করে তনতষক্ত মুেতগে ভ্রুরণে 
( chick embryo cell ) মরধয ভাইোস কণা replicate করে।  

A

R

T

I

C

L

E
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একটা ভাইোস একটা জীব্াণুে গথরকও কু্ষদ্রিম। পীি জ্বে ব্া Yellow fever ভাইোস গেমন 
গকব্েমাে 22 নযারনা তমটাে ( 1 nm= 10‐⁹ metre), জোিঙ্ক ব্া Rabies ভাইোস 125 nm, 
গেখারন haemoglobin molecule 15 NM । জীব্াণুে মরধয E coli 2 micron ( 1 
micron = 10-⁶ তমটাে)। Streptococcus 1 micron,  Rickettsia 0.3 micron। 

ভাইোস সমস্ত প্রাণী জগরিই েত রে আরে।  উতিদ এে ভাইোস এক উতিদ গথরক আরেক 
উতিরদ ব্রে তনরে োে গপাকা মাক  । জীব্ জন্তুে গদরহ গেসব্ ভাইোস থারক িা মানুরষে 
েেীরে তব্তভন্ন উপারে প্ররব্ে কেরি পারে গেমন –

ক) হাওোে মাধযরম ব্া airborne গেমন Influenza,  Measles,  Mumps,  Rubella,  
Varicella,  Corona,  Rhino,  Adeno ইিযাতদ। হাতচেঁ কাতেে মাধযরম নাতসকা তনগঘি জে 
কণা ব্া Droplet infection এে দ্বাো এই সংক্রমণ র্রট। 

খ) দূতষি পানীে জে ব্া খাব্ারেে দ্বাো- Faeco-oral route- গেমন Rota ভাইোস,  
Poliomyelitis, Norwalk ভাইোস।  

গ) েেীরেে িেে েরসে মাধযরম, সহব্ারসে সমরে একজরনে েেীে গথরক অনয জরনে েেীরে 
প্ররব্ে করে - Sexual transmission,  গেমন Hepatitis B, HIV, Herpes simplex।  

র্) মোে কাম  দ্বাো- Vectorial transmission গেমন Aedes মোে দ্বাো Dengue এব্ং 
Yellow fever,  Culex মোে কামর  Japanese encephalitis প্রভৃতি।  

ভাইোরসে মরধয গে ব্ংে গিীে সংরকি ব্া গজরনতটক গকাড থারক িা হে DNA অথব্া RNA।  
DNA থাকরে িারক DNA ভাইোস ব্ো হে।  RNA থাকরে িারক RNA ভাইোস আখযা 
গদওো হে।  DNA ভাইোস আস্তেণ েুক্ত ব্া Enveloped হরি পারে গেমন Smallpox, 
Chickenpox,  Herpes।  আস্তেণ মুক্ত ডব্ে  stranded DNA ভাইোস গেমন Adeno ও 
Papova ভাইোস।  Single stranded DNA ভাইোস গেমন Parvo ভাইোস ো কুকুরেে 
হরে ব্ােঁচারনা মুতিে।  

RNA আস্তেণ েুক্ত সব্ই Single stranded গেমন Orthomyxovirus,  Bunya ভাইোস,  
Arena ভাইোস,  Paramyxovirus,  Rhabdovirus,  করোনা ভাইোস প্রভৃতি। গে RNA 
ভাইোস এে তেভাসঘ transcriptase enzyme থারক,  িাো RNA গথরক DNA কতপ ব্াে করে 
তনরে গকারষে তনেন্ত্রণ তনজ ‘হারি’ িুরে গনে গেমন Retrovirus ব্া HIV। আস্তেণ হীন 
single stranded RNA ভাইোস হরো Picornavirus,  Calicivirus ইিযাতদ।  

এব্ারে গদখরব্া তব্তভন্ন ভাইোস অসুখ তচনরব্া কী করে। তচরকন পক্স হরে গারে গুতট দানা 
গব্রোে। Herpes zoster হরে প্রাতন্তক নারভঘে গতিপরথ চাম াে গুতট গব্রোে এব্ং প্রচণ্ড জ্বাো 
েন্ত্রণা অনুভূি হে।
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Measles ব্া হাম হরে জ্বে এে সরঙ্গ গারে োেরচ rash হে ো কারনে তপেন গথরক শুরু 
করে, মুরখ,  িােপে গোে, বু্রক গপরট হারি পারে েত রে পর  । হাম হরে ডাোতেো ব্া 
তনউরমাতনোে গোগী মাো ও গেরি পারে। Mumps হরে কারনে সামরন Parotid gland এ 
প্রদাহ হরে িুরে োে,  অন্ড গকারষ প্রদাহ েত রে পর । Rubella হরে প্রসূতি মারেরদে 
গক্ষরে তব্পজ্জনক হরি পারে,  কােণ গপরটে ব্াচ্চাে Congenital Rubella Syndrome 
হরি পারে–deafness, cataract এব্ং গপরটন্ট ductus arteriosus।  Influenza ব্া 
Corona infection হরে clinical diagnosis ব্া োেীতেক পেীক্ষাে মাধযরম গোগ তনণঘে 
কো হে।  এই অসুরখ অসংখয গোরকে কারজে তদন নষ্ট হে, bed rest তনরি হে।  
করোনা ভাইোস 2020 সারে সাো পৃতথব্ীরি েত রে পর তেে এব্ং গকাতট গকাতট মানুরষে 
প্রাণ তনরে তনরেরে। প্রসঙ্গি ব্ো োে গে তিক এক েি ব্েে আরগ অথঘাি 1920 গি 
স্প্যাতনে ফু্ল গি ও েক্ষ েক্ষ গোক মাো গগতেে।  গহপাটাইতটস হরে জতন্ডস হে।  গডঙু্গ হরে 
গারে হারি পারে প্রচণ্ড ব্যথা হে,  গচারখে তপেরনে তদরক ব্যথা হে, েক্ত ক্ষেণ হে,  
Platelet ব্া অনুচতক্রকাে সংখযা করম োে। এই অসুরখ েক ও হরি পারে। 

HIV infection হরে েেীরেে প্রতিরোধ ক্ষমিা করম োে, CD4 count ভীষণ ভারব্ করম 
োে।  িখন আতন্ট retroviral গথোতপ তদরি হে । Yellow fever আমারদে গদরে হে না,  
সাধােণি আতিকা মহারদরে গদখা োে।  Rabies ভাইোস rabid জন্তুে গথরক আরস গেমন 
কুকুে,  তব্ াে, গব্েঁতজ, গনকর  ব্ার্ ইিযাতদ। এই ভাইোস গকন্দ্রীে স্নােুিন্ত্র এে তদরক ধাতব্ি 
হে। িাই convulsions ব্া তখচুতন হে সামানয িম irritation হরেই। গেমন উজ্জ্বে 
আরো,  আওোজ,  গজারে ব্ািাস সব্ তকেুরিই তখচুতন আেম্ভ হরে োে। কুকুরে কাম ারে 
সব্ঘ প্রথম কাজ হরো কাম ারনাে জােগা টা সরঙ্গ সরঙ্গ ভারো করে সাব্ান জে তদরে 15 
গথরক 20 তমতনট ভারো করে ধুরে গিো। মুরখ গোে কাম ারে সোসতে গব্রের্াটা আই তড 
হাসপািারে ভতিঘ করে তচতকৎসা কোে দেকাে। জোিঙ্ক গোরগে প্রতিরষধক তনরি হরব্ 0, 
3, 7, 14, এব্ং 28th তদরন। 

মোে কাম  গথরক জাপানী এনরকিাোইতটস হরি পারে। এই ভাইোস ব্ক জািীে পাতখে 
গথরক Culex মোে কাম  এে দ্বাো হরে থারক। মো সব্ প্রাণী গকই কামর  তদরি পারে। 
শুরোে এে েেীরেে মরধয এই ভাইোস প্রচুে পতেমারণ ব্ংে তব্স্তাে করে তকন্তু শুরোে গক 
গকারনা ক্ষতি কেরি পারে না,  িাই শুরোে গক Amplifier host ব্ো হে। 
এনরকিাোইতটস গোগ শুধুমাে মানুরষে এব্ং গর্া াে হে। জ্বে এে মাো 105 তডতগ্রে গব্তে 
হরে ব্া গোগী গব্হেঁে হরে গগরে দ্রুি হাসপািারে ভতিঘ করে তচতকৎসা কো দেকাে।  JE ে 
ভাইোস গে মো গথরক মানুরষে েেীরে আরস,  গসই Culex মো ধান গারেে গগা াে জমা 
জরে ব্ংে তব্স্তাে করে। িাহরে গেখারন ধান উৎপাদন গব্তে হে গেমন ব্ধঘমান আে গেখারন 
শুরোে চরে গব্ াে,  গসখারন JE হব্াে সম্ভাব্না গব্তে। 
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একটু Rota ভাইোস সম্বরে ব্তে। এই ভাইোস েতব্ গি গগাে গগাে চাকাে মি গদখা োে। 
পােঁচ মাস গথরক তিন ব্েে ব্েরস তেশুরদে মরধয এই অসুখ গদখা োে। সবু্জ সবু্জ পািো 
পােখানা এব্ং জে েূনযিা ব্া dehydration হে। ব্াচ্চা মাো ও গেরি পারে। িাই আজকাে 
ব্াচ্চারদে Rota virus vaccine খাওোরনা হে।  

আরেকটা অিযন্ত সংক্রামক ভাইোস হরো Norwalk ভাইোস। আমাে অরনক ডাক্তাে ব্েুো 
ব্রে গে এটা আমারদে গদরেে অসুখ নে। আসরে আরমতেকাে Ohio েহরে Norwalk নামক 
স্থারন এই ভাইোস সব্ঘপ্রথম আতব্ষ্কাে কো হে। এটারক winter bug ও ব্ো হে। েীি কারে 
ব্তম পােখানা গপরট ব্যথা হে। ব্েরে 70 গকাতট গোক আক্রান্ত হরে 2 েক্ষাতধক গোক মাো োে। 
উন্নেনেীে গদরে ও এই গোগ গদখা োে। অনূর্ধ্ঘ পােঁচ ব্েরেে ব্াচ্চারদে এই অসুখ গব্তে হে। 
েীি কারে গর্ষারর্তষ করে ব্সব্াস কোে গোগ টা দ্রুি ে াে। এই ভাইোস হাওোে মাধযরম 
এক জন গথরক আরেক জরনে েেীরে প্ররব্ে করে। টেরেট flush কেরে হওোে এটা েত রে 
পর । িাই করমারডে ঢাকনা গিরে তদরে িােপে flush কেরি ব্ো হরেরে। মাে কুত  টা 
ভাইোস কণা এই অসুখ টা কেরি পারে। দূতষি পানীে জে ও খাব্াে গথরক ও এই ভাইোস 
সংক্রতমি হরি পারে। অসুখ গসরে গগরেও ভাইোস গোগীে েেীে গথরক তনগঘি হরি পারে। 
েীি কারে গব্াতডঘং িুরেে ডেতমটেী গি দাব্ানরেে মি েত রে পর । একটা র্টনাে কথা ব্তে। 
গেসু্টরেন্টএ সব্াই খাব্াে গখরি ব্রসরে। এমন সমরে গকানাে একটা গটতব্রে এক মতহো ব্তম 
করে। সরঙ্গ সরঙ্গ িাে সঙ্গী িারক তনরে ব্াইরে চরে োে, তকন্তু গেসু্টরেরন্টে অরনরকই এই 
অসুরখ ভুগরি থারক র্টনাে তিন তদন পরেও। অতধকাংে গক্ষরেই Norwalk ভাইোস এে অসুখ 
সাধােণ ভারব্ই গসরে োে এব্ং দীর্ঘ গমোদী গকারনা অসুতব্ধা হে না।  

উপরেে প্রতিরব্দন টা পর  আপনাে তক মরন হে গে ভাইোস অসুখ তনিান্তই মামুতে ব্যাপাে? 
তব্রেষ গকারনা ক্ষতি করে না? অরনক ভাইোস আরে োো খুব্ ক্ষতি কেরি পারে না তিকই। 
জ্বে থারক চাে পােঁচ তদন। িােপে সমূ্পণঘ ভারো। তকন্তু ও তকেু না,  ভাইোে তিভাে, এই 
casual approach টাে আতম তব্রোধী। অব্েয আমাে উরেেয ভে পাইরে গদওো নে, সিকঘ 
থাকরি ব্ো। তকভারব্ গোগ টা হরেরে িা তনরজ গব্াঝাে গচষ্টা করুন, আপনাে ডাক্তাে গকও 
গসই িথয তদরে গোগ তনণঘে কেরি সাহােয করুন। 

কােণ, ভাইোস এে গোরগে গকারনা তনতদঘষ্ট তচতকৎসা গনই। Symptomatic তচতকৎসা কেরি 
হে। তকেু তকেু গক্ষরে antiviral drug তদরি হরব্ গেমন তচরকন পক্স হরে Ribavirin,  HIV 
হরে Antiretroviral গথোতপ ইিযাতদ। 

অরনক ভাইোস এে প্রতিরষধক টীকা আরে গেমন Poliomyelitis এে জরনয oral polio ও 
injectable polio vaccine। Measles Mumps Rubella ে MMR vaccine আরে। 
ভতব্ষযরি আেও অরনক উন্নি তচতকৎসাে পিতি আতব্ষৃ্কি হরব্ ভাইোস গোগ তনমূঘে কেরি, এই 
আো োতখ। 
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Figure 1 Belvedere House, c. 1878, taken from the ‘Walter Hawkins Nightingale (PWD) collection: Album of views of Calcutta. At this time the 
building was the Lieut Governor of Bengal's official residence. (Source: Rare Book Society of India.)

Set within the expansive grounds of the National Library of India in Alipore, 

Belvedere House is one of Kolkata’s most significant historic residences. Its layered 

architectural character reflects successive phases of occupation, alteration and 

enlargement. Through the years, the Anglo-India style garden house gradually 

acquired Italian Renaissance–inspired façades, ceremonial staircases, verandahs and 

projecting wings, giving the building its present monumental appearance. 

The early history of the Belvedere House and the circumstances of its construction 

remain unclear, as surviving archival records are incomplete. The earliest records 

place it as the private country house of Governors before the time of Warren 

Hastings to Governors of Bengal - Verelst (1767-1769) and Cartier (1769-1772). Located 

beyond the crowded centre of colonial Calcutta, it offered the privacy and openness 

of a garden house while remaining close to the city. Warren Hastings moved in to 

the residence in 1772 initially as the Governor of Bengal and later as the first 

Governor-General of the Bengal Presidency. 

~ Sohini Pyne M. Arch
Conservation Architect

BELVEDERE HOUSE
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By the late 1770s, however, Hastings no longer required the estate and in early 1778, 

leased it to Major William Tolly, remembered for the excavation of Tolly’s Nullah. 

The lease was converted into a sale in 1780. That same year, the grounds near 

Belvedere witnessed one of colonial Calcutta’s most dramatic episodes—the duel 

between Warren Hastings and his political opponent, Philip Francis. Francis was 

wounded and carried into Belvedere House for treatment. The incident added a 

lasting note of intrigue to the history of the estate. After Major Tolly’s death in 1784, 

Belvedere passed through several owners and occupants. Among them was General 

Sir Edward Paget, Commander-in-Chief in India from 1822 to 1825. The property later 

came into the possession of the Prinsep family, one of the best-known European 

families in nineteenth-century Calcutta. They had occupied the house for some time 

before purchasing it outright in 1841. In 1854, Charles Robert Prinsep sold Belvedere 

to the East India Company. According to a minute recorded by Lord Dalhousie, the 

estate was purchased for ₹80,000, with another ₹20,000 set aside for repairs and 

alterations. Belvedere was then adapted as the official residence of the newly 

appointed Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal.  For nearly six decades, from 1854 to 1912, 

Belvedere was one of the centres of administrative and social life in Bengal. A 

succession of Lieutenant-Governors occupied the house, each leaving some mark 

upon it. New wings, verandahs, staircases and ceremonial spaces gradually 

transformed the earlier garden residence into a palatial government house. Yet the 

broad form of the building appears to have retained elements of its eighteenth-

century layout, resembling its representation on a map prepared from surveys 

undertaken in 1792–93.  Belvedere’s role changed after the transfer of the imperial 

capital from Calcutta to Delhi. In 1912, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal was 

elevated to the position of Governor and moved to Government House in central 

Calcutta. Belvedere nevertheless continued to be used for official purposes and was 

later known as the Viceroy’s House.
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A new chapter began after Independence. In 1948, the National Library of India was 

established at the Belvedere House, bringing together collections inherited from the 

former Imperial Library, located in the Metcalfe Hall. On 1 February 1953, the 

National Library was formally opened to the public by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, 

India’s first Minister of Education. 

Today, the Belvedere House houses the Museum of Word - a pioneering cultural 

initiative devoted to India’s multilingual, literary and oral heritage. It brings diverse 

Indian languages and traditions together within a single experiential space and 

presents language not merely as a system of written communication, but as a living 

and continuously evolving expression of human thought, identity, memory and 

culture. The museum’s narrative begins with the personal and experiential 

dimensions of language—sound, the first spoken word, lullabies, emotions and the 

mother tongue—and gradually expands into the wider civilizational journey of 

Indian languages. It examines their oral, written, literary and performative forms, as 

well as their influence beyond the geographical boundaries of India. The museum 

therefore transforms the visitor from a passive observer into an active participant in 

the exploration of language. It was recently inaugurated by the Hon'ble Home and 

Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah on the 19th of July 2026. 
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Online Solution
1) FLEX & BANNER EDITING & 

PRINTING
2) PHOTO EDITING & PRINTING
3) VIDEO EDITING
4) PERSONALISED PHOTO ITEMS 

EDITING 
5) MAGAZINE EDITING & PRINTING
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Glimpses of WBIPHACON 2025
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